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SIMONE COLLIER & CHRIS SMITH
MARCH 21, 2009

ST FRANCIS XAVIER CATHOLIC CHURCH,
BERRIMA, NSW

Taking flight simone and Chris, both 26, settled on
a wedding theme based on Chris’s love of birds. A lawyer by
trade, the groom showcased his creative side by drawing

a bird image that was letterpressed onto their save the date
cards and invitations. “Our save the date cards aptly told our
guests ‘Don’t let the date fly away’,” says Simone. The bird
theme was also present during their ceremony at St Francis
Xavier Catholic Church where the couple’s page boy Dylan
Greenwood carried a bird’s nest-style ring pillow and guests
threw bird-shaped confetti. A reception for 90 guests
followed at Milton Park Country House Hotel in Bowral where
the gardens were decorated with bird cages filled with flowers
hanging from trees. Escort cards in envelopes stamped with
Chris’s bird motif directed guests to their tables and the
couple provided a paper dove on which guests could leave
their message, rather than a traditional book.

B l“l'd(l[ wa[tz The couple chose Unchained Melody

by the Righteous Brothers to waltz to for their first dance.
“Chris and | spent months, try six, learning our wedding
dance thanks to the patience and talent of our teacher, Terry
Fitzgerald,” says the bride. The bridal party, knowing the effort
Simone and Chris had gone to, decided to judge them on
completion. “Thankfully, we scored a few tens and our guests
seemed to be most pleased with everyone rising from their
chairs and applauding us,” recalls Simone. “It was a very
special moment even though we did make a few mistakes!”
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